SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 27 
DECEMBER 2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by ..............4 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin 
is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an email to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

THE DECEMBER RAE RESULTS 

AUSTRIA RECEIVES 60 M AND 630 M CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

and 

TWO YEAR-LONG ACTIVITIES START ON 1 JANUARY 2021 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


The SARL News Team wishes all our listeners a happy 2021 and may it be a 
year filled with good health and success in all you do. 


THE DECEMBER RAE RESULTS 


AILICASA licenses, HAREC and HF certificates, including the welcoming letter, 
have been e-mailed to each candidate who has fulfilled all the requirements. 
There are two candidates, who have been notified, who are missing their HF 
assessments, so they will not receive their call signs and documentation. This 
has all taken place within 17 days after the exam. A big thanks to ICASA for 
pulling out all the stops with issuing the licenses in record time. 


THE ARRL KIDS DAY 

The ARRL Kids Day is a phone event on Saturday 2 January. The exchange for 
this event is name, age, location and favourite colour, and participants would 
surely welcome any contacts. Get all the information at www.arrl.org/kids-day 


AUSTRIA RECEIVES 60 M AND 630 M CHRISTMAS PRESENT 


Claus, OE6CLD the HF Manager of the Austrian National Amateur Radio 


Society, OeVSV, informs us that the Austrian regulator, BMVIT, has granted 
access to the 60 and 630 m bands for all CEPT Class 1 licensees. “It took 
some time (3 years) but we just got a nice Christmas present from the Austrian 
BMVIT.” 


60 m/5 MHz is the WRC-15 Amateur Secondary Allocation of 5 351.5 — 5 366.5 
kHz at 15 W EIRP (Footnote 5.133B). 630 m is the MF Secondary Allocation 
from the previous WRC-12 of 472 - 479 kHz at 1 W EIRP. The maximum 
bandwidth is per the provisions of the Austrian Amateur Licence (AFV). More 
details can be found on the OeVSV webpage. 

[Thanks to Paul Gaskell, G4MWO, the editor of the 5 MHz Newsletter] 


THE JANUARY 2021 RADIO ZS 


The January 2021 issue of Radio ZS will be available for download from 
Tuesday 29 December. In this issue we look at the 4 metre band and a 4 
element Yagi for the 8 metre band. We ask what is the World’s Greatest Hobby 
and Chris, ZS6GM tells about the Wonderful World of Amateur Radio. There 
are plans for a variety of 2 metre antennas and a tool to hang wire antennas. 
Scientists think they have detected radio emissions from an alien world and our 
Sun has entered a New Cycle. This and more in the January issue. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
PROPAGATION SUMMIT 2021 


Tim, K3LR, Chairman of the Contest University, writes, “Contest Univer- 
sity is hosting a Propagation Summit 2021 on 23 January 2021 starting at 
11 AM EST or 18:00 CAT. An outline of the program is on the website 
http://contestuniversity.com/. The registration link for the summit is also on 
the webpage and as a bonus, Icom America is donating an IC-705 that will be 
awarded in a drawing from those present on the Zoom conference. The person’s 
name/call sign drawn must be present on Zoom to win. Hope you can join us 
on 23 January 2021!” 


THE 2021 SARL DIARY OF EVENTS AND CONTEST MANUAL 
Version 1.1 of the 2021 SARL Diary of Events and Contest Manual is available 
for download from the League website. The two documents have been combined 
into one 85 page document. Thank you to the Highway ARC for the list of 


their Club activities. 


TWO YEAR-LONG ACTIVITIES START ON 1 JANUARY 2021 


The CQ DX Marathon is a year-long DX hunt, with participants competing to 
see who can work the greatest number of countries ("entities”) and CQ zones 


during the calendar year. The 2021 edition will start at 00:00 UTC on Friday 1 
January and will end at 23:59 UTC on Friday 31 December. Complete details 
can be found at www.dxmarathon.com/. 


The True Blue DXers Club announces, ”Bands Alive”, a year-long “ultra- 
marathon” to be run from 1 January to 31 December 2021. Participation is 
open to all amateurs: you do not need to sign up for TBDXC membership, 
but you have to register for the marathon on the dedicated section of the 
TBDXC website at https://www.tbdxc.net/marathon. Official registration will 
be opened on Thursday 31 December, so that, starting at 00:00 UTC on Friday 
1 January 2021, everybody can start entering their results. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The individual scores for the SARL 95 40 m Club Sprint are available in HF 
Happenings 930. The incorrect scores were published in SARL News for Sunday 
20 December — not all the columns in the Excel spread sheet were added up! 


1st Karin, ZS6MMA — 606 points 
2nd Woody, ZS3WL — 450 points 
3rd Romeo, ZS6ARQ - 438 points 
4th Sid, ZS5H - 416 points 

5th Simone, ZS6SIM — 394 points 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


There is no propagation report this week, but that does not mean there is no 
propagation! Get on the air and be active! 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


31 December — the end of YOTA Month and CQ DX Marathon 

1 January 2021 — New Year’s Day and the start of the 2021 CQ Marathon and 
the Bands Alive Ultra-Marathon 

2 January — the ARRL Kid’s Day and the Durban ARC meeting 

2 and 3 January — the Quadrantids meteor shower and the ARRL RTTY 
Roundup 

11 January — the West Rand Club meeting 

13 January - Namibian schools open 

15 to 17 January — the PEARS National VHF/UHF Contest 

23 January — the Propagation Summit 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


AIlLICASA licenses, HAREC and HF certificates, including the welcoming letter, 
have been e-mailed to each candidate who has fulfilled all the requirements. A 


big thanks to ICASA for pulling out all the stops with issuing the licenses in 
record time. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio 
amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, 
by following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio 
program, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The program can be heard on 
VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, 
comments and suggestions; please send these by email to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, Happy New Year! 


